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“The R-Word”      Text – CoD H1Art’s 15,16,18       OT Reading – Malachi 1:1-5 NT Reading – Romans 9:1-29 

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
A few sermons ago, in this series, we began to speak about the E-word – election.  
We noted that it is a doctrine disliked by many Christians.  

However, as we have seen, looking at passages like Ephesians 1 and Romans 8, Election is not the equivalent of theological swearing.  

It is the plain teaching of the Bible.  God chooses only some to salvation.
But again, as we saw, most Christians agree with this.  What they disagree on is the basis of election.  
They do not believe that it is an election unto faith but an election because of foreseen faith.  
But again, our considerations of Scripture have shown that God elects unto faith.  

Out of the whole mass of sinful humanity, God has chosen to save some in and through Jesus Christ.  And to these, He gives the gift of faith.
Well, you might remember that when we began this sermon series, we illustrated salvation using a picture of seven drowning swimmers.  
We pictured God as a captain of a boat who rescues three of them.  
And as wonderful as it is has been to ponder and explore this incredible rescue, we cannot ignore the other side of this – there are four left in the water who will drown. 
And so, today, we must switch our attention to the R-word, reprobation.

Having spoken about the ‘rescue of some’ side of things, election, we must speak now about the ‘leaving to drown’ side of things, reprobation.  
And we do so here in Romans 9 as we consider, firstly, the reality of reprobation, and then, secondly, responses to reprobation – The reality of and the responses to – our two points. 
And we do so in Romans 9 because whenever Reformed folk get involved in a discussion about election/reprobation, you will soon here the phrase, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated,” rolled out.  But is it relevant?  What do these words mean?  What is Paul’s point here?  

1. Well, those of you familiar with the Heidelberg Catechism will know that it is divided into three main sections – misery, deliverance, and gratitude.  But to make that easier to remember, you can use the three Gs – Guilt, Grace, and Gratitude, or the three Ss – Sin, Salvation, and Service.   And in this threefold division, the Catechism mirrors the three main parts of the Book of Romans.  In ch’s 1-3, Paul speaks about sin, in ch’s 4-11 Paul speaks about salvation, and in ch’s 12-16 Paul speaks about service – Sin, Salvation, and Service.  And so, having established man’s guilt before God as a sinner, including both Jew and Gentile, Paul has continued on to show that man’s salvation comes only by faith in Christ.  This is how man is justified – made holy in God’s eyes.  And this is so for both Jew and Gentile.  
a. But here is the apparent problem that Paul must answer.  Congregation, if I were to ask you to give me a three word phrase to describe the Jews, what phrase would you suggest?  God’s chosen people.  It’s a biblical phrase.  It is how God repeatedly describes the Jews in Deuteronomy, the Psalms, and the Prophets.  God’s chosen people.  And remember also Romans 1:16.  There Paul says, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”  So, here is the problem, Paul is preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ all over the place.  Are the Jews embracing Jesus at this time in history?  No.  Almost to a man, they reject Christ and despise the gospel.  The Gentiles, on the other hand, are flocking into the church.  
i. And so, what Paul must do is to show that the God who chose and made promises to Israel has not forgotten those promises or set them aside.  
A. What God is doing now among the Gentiles is not inconsistent with His promises to Israel, and the rejection of the gospel by the Jews is not inconsistent with His promises to Israel.  
2. So, Romans 9 then.  

a. In vv1-5, Paul simply expresses his profound anguish for His own race as he sees this wholesale rejection of Jesus Christ.  
i. He lists all of the incredible blessings that are theirs by virtue of their covenant relationship with God.  
b. However, as he continues in vv6-7, simply being born among God’s chosen people is no guarantee of salvation.  It never was.  Being a child of Abraham was not enough to be a child of God.  
i. And there is a lesson here for each one of us born into a believing family.  That counts for nothing if you reject Jesus.  In fact, what it will do is increase your guilt on Judgment Day.  Salvation is by faith in Jesus Christ.
c. And here is how Paul proves the consistency of the gospel and God’s promises to the Jews.  
i. First, he reveals that just because God made salvation promises to Abraham, this did not bind Him to save all of Abraham’s children.  
A. And to illustrate this, in vv7-9, he points to Isaac and Ishmael.    (Boys & girls…)
1) Both were sons of Abraham.  Both were circumcised.  
2) But God’s saving choice was directed toward Isaac.  
B. And then, and here we get right to the heart of the doctrine of election and reprobation, Paul speaks of Jacob and Esau.  
1) Again, they have the same father, Isaac; the child of saving promise spoken of in v7.  
2) And Paul gets very specific here in order to safeguard the sovereignty and integrity of God in salvation.  Of Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, he says, “Before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad-- in order that God's purpose in election might stand: not by works but by Him who calls-- she was told, "The older will serve the younger."  Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."”  
a) And these are critical words; crucial words; words that we must understand.  
b) You will recognize these words from our earlier reading in Malachi.  Please turn back there for a moment.  Verse 1, “"I have loved you," says the LORD. "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?' "Was not Esau Jacob's brother?" the LORD says. "Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated.”
i) You see, Esau became the father of the Edomites.  
ii) And at the time that Malachi wrote, life was very difficult for the Israelites.  
A) They had returned from exile and were trying to rebuild but they were terribly disillusioned and depressed.  Life didn’t seem to be anything like their understanding of the glorious age that the prophets had spoken about.  In fact, life in Israel didn’t seem much different from life in Edom.  Edom too had been invaded and was busy trying to rebuild.  
iii) And so, the people of Israel were questioning God’s love for them.  Surely, if you loved us, they are saying, and not them, things would be much better for us?!
iv) But God answers, “I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals."  Edom may say, "Though we have been crushed, we will rebuild the ruins."  But this is what the LORD Almighty says: "They may build, but I will demolish. They will be called the Wicked Land, a people always under the wrath of the LORD.  You will see it with your own eyes and say, 'Great is the LORD-- even beyond the borders of Israel!'”  
A) And they are striking words aren’t they congregation.
i. God is clearly differentiating between Jacob and Esau and Israel and Edom.  Israel He loves but Edom He hates.
ii. And what does that mean?  Well, biblical love is a desire to have intimate communion with someone; a desire to promote the happiness and well-being of that person, even at the cost of oneself.  
iii. Biblical hatred is the exact opposite.  
iv. So, when God says here that He hated Esau, He means that He had no desire to establish everlasting communion with him.  He had no desire to promote Esau’s happiness and eternal well-being.  
v. In Jeremiah 31:3, God says to Israel, “I have loved you with an everlasting love.”  
vi. But from eternity, God decided not to bestow His undeserved favour on the sinner, Esau, but to leave him in his sin and misery, and finally, to condemn him.  
vii. And because of God’s hatred for the reprobate, Esau, God brought curses not only upon Esau but also on his descendants, the Edomites.
3) And in echoing this love/hate distinction in Romans 9, Paul’s point is this: God has a love for His covenant people, Israel, which results in His blessings on them and His mercy toward them and His patience with them, by way of comparison with all other people.  And God also has an eternal electing love by which He has chosen certain individuals to salvation in Jesus Christ.  That is the heart of the gospel.  But the two are not the same thing.

a) Both Jacob and Esau benefited from the first – God’s love for His covenant people.

b) But only Jacob benefited from the second – God’s saving love for His elect.  Esau did not.  Esau was reprobate.  Jacob, God loved, but Esau, God hated.  

i) In terms of the Jews, then, salvation comes only when God’s covenant love intersects with God’s electing love.  
A) And so, at the time Paul was writing then, God’s covenant love for the Jews remained.  But the focus of His electing love had shifted, almost completely, to the Gentiles.  
B) And as a side note, all this is consistent with what Paul will go on to explain in Romans 11:25.  For there he will say that before Jesus returns, God’s electing love will once again intersect with His covenant love for the Jews, as large numbers of them embrace Jesus Christ by faith.
i. Right now though, the Jews continue to be those God hardens against the gospel.  
ii. But that time of hardening will end.
c) The non-acceptance of the gospel by the Jews, though, does not mean that God has forgotten or abandoned His promise to Abraham.  Salvation is a result of His electing love, not His covenant love, even though the two are very closely connected. 
d. And to further reinforce the sovereignty of God in salvation, Paul points also to Pharaoh, in v17.  In vv14-16, he plainly states that God is the one who chooses to show mercy and compassion to some.  He says, “It does not, therefore, depend on man’s desire or effort.”  It is all of God.  
i. And as proof of this, Paul speaks of Pharaoh as someone who lived in order to display God’s power.  
A. God did not create Pharaoh as one who might possibly be saved.  
B. Like Esau, Pharaoh was one God chose not to love but to hate.  
1) Pharaoh was created just to demonstrate God’s power.  
2) Pharaoh was one God hardened.  
3) Pharaoh was reprobate.
4) “Therefore,” says the Spirit of God in v18, “God has mercy on whom He wants to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”
a) And those words, people of God, are the essence and plain truth of reprobation.
e. Now congregation, before we move on to consider the responses to reprobation, let me make one important point.  There are perhaps as few as four individuals that you and I can number amongst the reprobate.  And we can do so only because the Bible does.  Ishmael, Esau, and Pharaoh are spoken of that way here in Romans 9, and Jesus Himself calls Judas Iscariot “the one doomed to destruction,” in John 17:12.  
i. We have no business at all trying to work out who is and who is not reprobate.  
ii. As we saw this morning, the birth of Jesus Christ was described by the angel as “Good news of great joy that will be for all people.”  And when you and I stand in front of someone and say, “Believe in Jesus Christ and you shall be saved,” we speak the truth.  
iii. Election and reprobation is God’s business.  
A. We need to know of it because it reveals God’s glorious sovereignty.  
B. We need to know of it, as we shall soon see, because knowing yourself to be elect and not reprobate is the most powerful motivation for a life of humble thankfulness and profound love.  
C. But we do not need to know it so that we can try and work out who is reprobate.  That is God’s business.  “The secret things belong to God.”
But what we have seen here in Romans 9 is the reality of reprobation.  So let’s move on briefly to consider the responses to reprobation.

1. There will be some among us today who have heard these words and who are now troubled.  We spoke last time about the assurance of salvation that God gives to His elect ones – true faith in Christ, a childlike fear of God, a godly sorrow over sin, and a hunger and thirst for righteousness.  And some of you will be thinking now, in all honesty, I think I love the Lord but I don’t think I see those things in my life.  And this might lead you to wonder if you then are reprobate.
a. Well, by way of answer and illustration, think for a moment about Sr. Franci.  And I have her permission to use this illustration.  
i. Sr. Franci is pregnant.  
A. She knows this because she is struggling now with morning sickness.  
B. She knows this, or will soon, because she will have a scan and be given a photo.  
C. And soon, she will know this because her stomach will start to grow.  And then, you and I will know this because it will be very obvious.  
D. And then, any shadow of doubt will be removed because she will give birth.  And what was hidden will now be seen with the eyes.  
ii. There was a time though that Sr. Franci did not know she was pregnant.  A couple of weeks, several weeks, perhaps longer.  In fact, there are stories of some woman giving birth not even knowing they were pregnant till just before delivery.  
iii. Nevertheless, despite not knowing that they were pregnant, they were pregnant the whole time.
b. Do you see the point?  Biblically, the best example of this was the thief on the cross.  
i. Let’s say he was a little over 30 years old.  For 30 years, 42 days, and 11 hours, there was no way of knowing that he was one of God’s elect.  He did not talk, think, or behave like one of God’s elect.  But with perhaps a few hours, at the most, of his life to live, his actions revealed him to be one of God’s elect.  
A. And that means, that despite not knowing He was elect, he was always elect.
c. My friend, if you are concerned today that you might be reprobate, but you are troubled by your sins, and the name of Jesus is sweet to your ears, fear not.  
i. Ask the Lord, instead, for a stronger assurance of salvation; for a richer sense of God’s grace; for His Spirit to produce in you a deeper godliness.  
ii. Now, this is not to say that you then just sit back and wait for it to happen.  Where is God’s grace to be found?  Has He hidden it somewhere mysterious and difficult to get at?  No.  Grace is found in the Bible where Jesus Christ is revealed.  
A. Read and study His Word, by yourself and with others.  Pray over His Word.  
B. Attend worship where God speaks His Word to His people.  
C. Love God’s people.  Meditate on the significance of your baptism.  Diligently use the Lord’s Supper.  
1) These are the means of grace that God has given us and that He promises to bless to us when we seek Him in them.
2. And the message is very much the same to those of you who have heard this, but who find themselves falling into sin again and again and again.  And you too might be wondering, Am I then reprobate?  
a. Well, I direct your attention to Abraham, the doubter; to Jacob, the liar; to Moses, the murderer; to David, the adulterer and murderer; and to Jonah, the runaway prophet.  
b. But perhaps most clearly of all, think of Paul’s words in Romans 7:15, “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do … what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing.”  Does that sound familiar to any of you?
i. Dear believer, do not tremble at the preaching of the doctrine of reprobation, or count yourself among that number.  Join with Paul who continued on to say, “What a wretched man I am!  Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord!”  
A. Resist the devil; flee from temptation, say “No!” to sin; devote yourself to the means of grace we just listed.
B. But know this: If you are truly sorry for your sins, and desire to grow in godliness, you will, by God’s grace in Christ, arrive safe on heaven’s shores.
3. But the message is quite different to those of you who disregard the promises of God, and who will not accept Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord, and who love, instead, the things of this world.  
a. And people like this can come to church, Sunday by Sunday.  You ought to be fearful, having heard this doctrine.  
i. But this is so only if you do not repent.  For then, the fires of hell await you along with all the reprobate.  
ii. But listen now to the truth of the gospel: Repent of your sins, believe in Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.
4. Well, there is one more response to reprobation that we must address before we finish.  And that is those who protest against it.  And we read their protests here in Romans 9.
a. Romans 9:14, “What then shall we say?  Is God unjust?”  This is the protest of many.  
i. Looking at our drowning illustration, some protest that is unjust of God to choose to rescue only three.  Surely, it is unjust of Him to not at least offer the other four the possibility of rescue?
A. Paul’s answer?  “Not at all!!!!”  God is most certainly just.
b. Romans 9:19, “One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us?  For who resists His will?"”  And this too is the protest of many.  If God, before time, has elect some to salvation, then surely we are all just puppets.  And if we are not one of His chosen ones then what is the point trying.  
i. Paul’s answer?  “But who are you, O man, to talk back to God?”
c. In the first 39 chapters of Job, Job and his friends ask a lot of questions of God and make a lot of statements about who He saves and why or why not.  But then, in Job 40, God enters the conversation: “The LORD said to Job: "Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him?  Let him who accuses God answer Him!"  Then Job answered the LORD: "I am unworthy-- how can I reply to you?  I put my hand over my mouth.  I spoke once, but I have no answer-- twice, but I will say no more."”  And so, God asks Job, by way of summary, Can you the creative works I have done?  If so, “then I myself will admit to you that your own right hand can save you.”  
5. Brothers and sisters, young people, and boys and girls, God is sovereign in salvation.  All men have fallen into sin.  All men are born God haters.  All men are drowning in the sea of sin because that is where they want to be.  They do not want rescue; they do not think they need to be rescued; they are swimming away from the boat and cursing God the whole time.
a. Reprobation is God’s eternal decree to leave them in that state.  And even though that leaves us with questions, Scripture commands us to let God be God.
b. But election is God’s eternal decree to give you and I what we did not seek – a new heart, a God loving heart, a cleansed heart – eternal life in Jesus Christ. 
c. Reprobation and election are not equal.  

i. Reprobation just leaves.  But election acts and works and changes to bring about rescue.  And it cost God the death of His beloved Son.

So, the simple truth that you and I have to deal with is this command: “Believe in Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.”
And our response to this doctrine should be Paul’s from Romans 11:33-36: “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!  "Who has known the mind of the Lord?  Or who has been His counselor?"  "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory forever! Amen.”
